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Endorsements: In Other Forms

Letter of 
Recommendation

Celebrity 
Endorsement
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An Example Scientific Crowdfunding Campaign



Research Goal

To understand how endorsements are related to the 
success of Scientific Crowdfunding Campaigns



Study Design



Study Material

337 Scientific Crowdfunding Campaigns 
(Experiment.com)

810 Endorsements

211 Successful 
Campaigns

126 Un-successful 
Campaigns



Study Method

Mixed-Method Study

Qualitative 
Analysis

Quantitative 
Analysis



Study Method
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Topic Taxonomy 
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Quantitative 
Analysis



Topic Taxonomy of Endorsements

Qualitative Analysis

Two coders

Three cycles of iteration

A consistent coding pattern

Third coder: Final verification 
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Qualitative Analysis: Taxonomy of Endorsements

Campaign owner’s skills and exclusive access to resources

Importance of the research project

Reiteration of the project statement

Confirmation of endorser’s monetary support

Affiliation of the endorser and the campaign owner

Generic scientific benefit

Familiarity of the campaign owner to the endorser

Worthiness of the project for crowdfunding

Others

Example: Dr. Hopkins is an outspoken advocate for 

human rights, and a passionate, enthusiastic, 
and hard-working researcher whose 

contributions are widely known and 
respected"(E259)



Qualitative Analysis: Taxonomy of Endorsements

Campaign owner’s skills and exclusive access to resources

Importance of the research project

Reiteration of the project statement

Confirmation of endorser’s monetary support

Affiliation of the endorser and the campaign owner

Generic scientific benefit

Familiarity of the campaign owner to the endorser

Worthiness of the project for crowdfunding

Others

Example: I am really excited for the project. The 

benefits have interesting theoretical 
implications.  The study design is 

straightforward, the analytical 
techniques are appropriate, and the insights 

gained will be valuable"(E139).



Qualitative Analysis: Taxonomy of Endorsements

Campaign owner’s skills and exclusive access to resources

Importance of the research project

Reiteration of the project statement

Confirmation of endorser’s monetary support

Affiliation of the endorser and the campaign owner

Generic scientific benefit

Familiarity of the campaign owner to the endorser

Worthiness of the project for crowdfunding

Others

Example: "Dr. Michael Ferro's proposed a project 
to conduct an expedition to the West 
Coast of America to document previously 

unknown species in the genus Sonoma" (E109).



Qualitative Analysis: Taxonomy of Endorsements

Campaign owner’s skills and exclusive access to resources

Importance of the research project

Reiteration of the project statement

Confirmation of endorser’s monetary support

Affiliation of the endorser and the campaign owner

Generic scientific benefit

Familiarity of the campaign owner to the endorser

Worthiness of the project for crowdfunding

Others

Example: I am glad to financially support the 

novel approach being proposed to detoxify sewage. 

Please donate for this project " (E98).
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Mixed-Method Study

Topic Taxonomy 
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Quantitative 
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Study Method

Mixed-Method Study

Topic Taxonomy 
of Endorsements

Factor Analysis & 
Logistic Regression



Quantitative Analysis: Factor Analysis

1. Campaign owner’s skills and exclusive access to resources

2. Importance of the research project
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Takeaway

• Informative and passionate endorsements are more effective than 
generic endorsements



Kaitlin has already completed 
significant work on the 
language, culture, and 
history of marriage equality.  
This research project will be an 
extraordinary opportunity for 

her to apply that 
knowledge and to 

understand history
being made --as Ireland faces a 

national referendum on 
marriage in May 2015.

This is a great project from 
a great team! Please join me in 

supporting them.
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Takeaway

• Informative and passionate endorsements are more effective than 
generic endorsements

• Endorsements focusing on campaign owner’s skillsets are predictive 
to success



I know Sophia as an 
inquisitive, energetic 
young physician who 

practices medicine with 
passion. She could be the 

first to answer the 
question many women have 
regarding the use of placenta 

remedies.

Understanding the 
factors that determine what 
water people drink is essential 
if effective, long term solutions 

are to be found. This is a low 
risk- high gain project. I 

strongly endorse it.
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Takeaway

• Informative and passionate endorsements are more effective than 
generic endorsements

• Endorsements focusing on campaign owner’s skillsets are predictive 
to success

• Platform designers can provide more specific guidelines to campaign 
owners to collect more effective endorsements



Broader Impact of Persuasiveness of Language

Persuasive Speech by 
Politicians

Catch-phrase in 
Advertisements

Virality in Social 
Network 



Thank You

Group Website                                        Crowdfunding Projects @ UIUC 
http://cascade.cs.illinois.edu/ http://crowdfund.cs.illinois.edu/
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