CMSC 304
Worksheet – Book Report
General comments: This is NOT a linear process. Expect to bounce around on the worksheet and come back to different questions at different times. Also, remember that many of the blanks provided are for brainstorming; subsequent steps will let you narrow down the set of things that should be considered.
1. Identify the relevant facts (past/future, known/concluded).  Provide a comprehensive list of facts that are or may be relevant.
a.  Who wrote the book, when, and why?  What kind of reception did it receive?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b.  What do we know about the topic? What existing information is there? What facts did you find while researching that you want to make sure to mention? That affect whether a particular policy about this theme is a good idea, is feasible to implement, and is ethical?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(additional information can go on a separate sheet of paper.)
2. a. Identify the key ethical and social issues.
Issue 1: _________________________________________________________________
Issue 2: _________________________________________________________________
Issue 3: _________________________________________________________________
Issue 4: _________________________________________________________________
(additional possible issues can go on a separate sheet of paper.)
b. Who is making the decisions? (E.g., for each of the topics above, what body or bodies is in a position to make decisions about it?) Be specific – “government” is way too broad.
For issue 1: _________________________________________________________________
For issue 2: _________________________________________________________________
For issue 3: _________________________________________________________________
For issue 4: _________________________________________________________________
c. Who are the major types of stakeholders affected by the issues? Again, be specific (“the government” or “consumers” or “users” are too broad).
For issue 1: _________________________________________________________________
For issue 2: _________________________________________________________________
For issue 3: _________________________________________________________________
For issue 4: _________________________________________________________________

Additional Comments on Stakeholders (optional): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. Analyze the ethical dimensions.  
What would a consequentialist or deontological approach say to do?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Issue 1? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Issue 2? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Issue 3? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Issue 4? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Identify the principles and values.  What are the goods to be protected or the rights of the individuals involved?
Are the ethical questions here about privacy? Safety (life and limb)? Human dignity (what parts)? Happiness? Autonomy? Profit from intellectual property? Control of distribution of IP? Legality / rule following? Some combination of the above (usually)? Give both the relevant principles / values and a brief explanation of why you think these are the core ethical values relevant to the situation. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(additional analysis can go on a separate sheet of paper.)

5.  Identify applicable laws related to the topic.   Do they require or prohibit any actions by the individuals involved?
Law/regulation/ruling #1 and its implications: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
#2 and implications: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
#3 and implications: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
#4 and implications: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


6. Analyze the ethical issues with respect to the laws.   Are the relevant laws consistent or inconsistent with various ethical approaches?
 (For example, does support only one side of a tradeoff between security and autonomy, or strike a balance?) What principles does it support, and what principles does it violate or infringe on? Given your conclusion in Step 8 (below), should it be changed? How? Should it be revoked?
Law/regulation/ruling #1: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Law/regulation/ruling #2: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Law/regulation/ruling #3: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Law/regulation/ruling #4: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7.  Analyze the ethical issues with respect to the relevant professional code(s) of ethics.  Do the ethical codes adequately provide guidance for dealing with this topic?
You MAY refer to the ACM Code of Ethics and its requirements for software practitioners to support your chosen policy or analyze the different issues described (and indeed, you may find it helpful to do so). However, you are not required to do so for this assignment. http://www.acm.org/about/code-of-ethics
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Draw and justify a conclusion. 
 What actions should be taken on the issues reported on in your book?  (If your recommended actions are inconsistent with the applicable laws, then your conclusion may include a recommendation that the law should be changed.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (additional analysis, descriptions, or discussion can go on a separate sheet of paper).
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