
RJ 14, Internet of Things:  Sunday, 11:59pm
Ethical Analysis 2:  Monday, 5pm

Prosthetics & 
Cybernetics 
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Bookkeeping 
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Uses of Cybernetics 
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Disabled, Able, and Super-Able 

u  Disabled:
u  “Having a physical or mental condition that���

 limits movements, senses, or activities.”
u  Compared to who?  I can’t lift 180 kg.
u  20-20 vision is comparatively new.

u  Prosthetics: pacemakers, cochlear���
implants, bionic limbs, retinal implants

u  Beyond able-bodied…
u  For work: TALOS; EKSO
u  For information: Google Glass
u  For fun?
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Possible Problems 
u  Philosophical concerns

u  Should we “improve on” people?
u  And how is accommodating disability different?

u  What basic assumptions are new in the last few hundred years?
u  20-20 vision, good nutrition (height), straight limbs, …

u  What would a post-embedded-Glass world look like?

u  Haves and Have-nots
u  Health care access

u  Location and physical access
u  Money and insurance

u  What else?
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Discussion 
u  Pick one question and form an answer as a group:

u  Should people all be guaranteed the same access to 
devices?  If not, why?  If so, how?

 ~ or ~

u  Should there be regulation or codes preventing people 
from using “super-human” advances?  Why or why not?


