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‘ Amazon.com Text Stats

These statistics are computed from the text of this book. (learn more)

Readability (lzarm more) Compared with books in Al Categories =]

Fog Index: 17.8 59% are sasier !IJ 11% are harder
Flesch Index: vy 70% are gasier b 30% are harder
Flesch-Kincaid Indesx: 15.0 0%, are sasier '_IJ 10% are harder

Complexity (lzarn more)

Complex \Wards: 1756 60% have fewer v 40% have maore
Syllables per \Word: 1.7 59% have fewer Y 41% have mare
Words per Sentence: 28.0 94% have fewer !i 6% have mare

Number of

Characters: LG5, 709 A9% have fewer Y 31% hawve more
Words: 02,507 70% have fewer b 30% have more
Sentences: 3,302 45% have fewer I 52% have more

Fun stats

VWords per Dallar: 3,072
Wards per Ounce: 5,256
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“Humankind writes more than it can read.”

—Gabriel Zaid
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But 1s Reading “at Risk™?

* NEA, 2004

“For the first time in modern history, less

akl than half of the adult populat d
ey Reain, .. Acus, 198,199, and 200 'an haft of tne aduft popuiation now reads
literature, and these trends reflect a larger

1982 1992 2002 Change 198210 2002 decline in other sorts of reading.”

Number reading iterature (nmilions) 956 1003 962 06
American population 18 or older (in millions) 168.0 1858 2059 39
% reading terature 56.9% M0% 467%  -102




‘But What is Reading?

= “Cover to cover”

= EXxcerpts, selections
= Grazing, browsing
= Skimming, scanning
= Speed reading

= Reference/look-up
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“Not Reading”

“As long as there have been books there have been
more books than you could read. In the life of a
professional or scholar, reading in the strong sense
of "close reading" almost certainly takes a back-seat
to finding out what is in a book without actually
reading all or even any of it. There are age-old
techniques for doing this, some more respectable
than others, and they include skimming or eyeballing
the text, reading a bibliography or following what
somebody else says or writes about it. Knowing how
to "not-read” is just as important as knowing how to
read.” —Martin Mueller
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A Poem on a Page Exists as a Unified Visual Event
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‘ But the Codex Atomizes a Text’s Visual Field
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Repetitive Strain: Reading The Making of
Americans

“Everyone then sometime is a whole one to
me, everyone then sometime is a whole one
iIn me, some of these do not for longs times
make a whole one to me inside me. Some of
them are a whole one in me and then they go
to pieces again inside me, repeating comes
out of them as pieces to me, pieces of a
whole one that only sometimes is a whole
one in me.”



‘ The Remaking of the Reading of The Making of Americans
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1 4]
Once an angry man dragged his
father along the ground through his
own orchard. "Stop!” cried the
groaning old man at last, "Stop! |
did not drag my father beyond this
tree.”

Show

2

It is hard living down the tempers
we are born with. We all begin well,| |
for in our youth there is nothing we
are more intolerant of than our own
sins writ large in others and we
fight them fiercely in ourselves; but
we grow old and we see that these
our sins are of all sins the really
harmless ones to own, nay that
they give a charm to any
character, and so our struggle with
them dies away.

3 =

It has always seemed to me a rare
privilege, this, of being an
American, a real American, one
whose tradition it has taken
scarcely sixty years to create. We | |-
need only realise our parents,
remember our grandparents and
know ourselves and our History
is complete.

4

The old people in a new world, the
new people made out of the ald,

fal
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‘ Mind the Gaps (Chapters 1 and 4 Especially)
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Detail of narrative gaps, chapters 1-6
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Longest Repetition (Highest on Y-Axis) Exactly in Middle
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Reading the Z-Axis
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Above, repetitions charted by ID,
length and count (A); Right,
repetitions charted by ID, length
and count (B)
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The Text’s Ring Structure
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‘ Conclusion: “Digitization™
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‘ Questions, Comments?




